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Researchers have noted that alcohol in some incipient mediums 
will make the faculty operative briefly, so John Farley may be absolved 
from any suspicion of diabolical deviations from the norm. It should 
be noted in passing that some of the most famous cases of percipience 
in the classical phase of parapsychological inquiry came through 
persons who (had ugver/ previous percipiences of ghost or apparition. 
Some even did not believe in such entities, did not comprehend the 
significance of their manifestation. Invariablg, however, they could not 
pe shaken as to the reality of what they had perceived, as was the case 


with John Farley. 


The tcolour of dried leather' as given by Farley to the aspect 
of Fisher's apparition would of course, be an awkward attempt by the 
astounded farmer to convey the sanguinary condition depicted in the 
wounds wpe the apparition. The colour of leather ranges through 
deep cream to a quite deep rosy hue, depending upon the tanning ingredi— 
ents used. Considering that Farley would in his normal state at that 
period be resistant to the notion that his neighbour had been savagely 
murdered rather than being, as reported, on the way to England, would 


subdue this detail in the percipience. Bias operates in this way. 


The supposed gesture by Fisher's 'tghost! -- waving or pointing 
backwards could have been derived in two ways: either an imaged 
movement of warding off his attacker by Fisher as the last memory of 
his mortal life, or a purely clairvoyant segment of a non=-visual order, 


transmitted from the agent's memory as to the location of the event. 


Of perennial interest to ghost addicts is that apparitions can 
be seen in thick darkness as though they were intrinsically illumin- 
ated. Equally intriguing is that entities which are not t'really there! 
are likewise geen in the light of day. In the latter circumstance, 
the apparitions not being constituted physically do not reflect Light; 
to repeat, they are perceived as mental images by other minds. The 
luminosity (supposedly) of apparitions is an illusion. Our dreams 
are not lighted up by external means, they are lighted up by the 
psychical 'light' of self identification. So in apparitions and in 


percipients at the moment of impingement © 


